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Dear Friends, 
 
It’s difficult for me to believe this is the last pastoral reflection I’ll write for Hilltop 
Highlights. These past few months have just flown by and it doesn’t seem possible 
that we are entering our last few weeks together.  
 
Transitions like this are like crossing a threshold. Just as we can stand in a doorway 
and see the room we just left and the room we are about to enter, so too, we can 
mentally stand in the threshold of change, looking both ways, forward and back.   
Let’s celebrate our church by appreciating the people and events that bind us  
together. 
 
My deep gratitude to Noelle Voepel, our office administrator for her many  
professional gifts which keep our church office functioning so smoothly, and most 
importantly, for being a God-send to me. Noelle, you are truly a blessing to me as I 
know you will be for Pastor Amy as well. 
 
Our Lay Leader, Wes Tanac, who also serves as Chair of the Staff-Pastor-Parish 
Relations Committee and Chair of Administrative Council, is a man of unflappable 
personality and indefatigable energy. Thank-you, Wes, for guiding and supporting 
our church life in so many ways. 
 
Selinda Smith, our resident poet and photographer creates beautiful posters  
reminding us of events to come as well as helping us to remember special events of 
the past. Thank you, Selinda, for poems and posters reflecting God’s presence, 
power and purpose. 
 
Thanks to the combined teamwork of so many people, the church has grown by all 
measures in the last three and a half years. We have consolidated two worship  
services into one integrated service which has elements of both the praise and  
traditional worship. Thanks to Melinda Beyers, our musical director and musicians, 
Lori Beyers and Jake Bauter,  our choir, praise team, and bell ringers, for the  
dedication, diligence, musicianship and spiritual vitality which creates exceptional 
spiritual experiences every Sunday.  
 

(continue page 2) 

PASTOR’S MEDITATION by Reverend Dr. Penny Christianson 

Come Celebrate Us! 
 

Sunday, June12th - 11:20 am. 
Potluck to wish Penny & Mike 
“Mahalo” (more info on page 8) 

 
“We’ll be fine, don’t you worry, 
we have love and much more; 

you’ve given us wings, 
now enjoy, watch us soar!” 

 
- by Selinda Smith 

“Watch Us Soar” April 6, 2011 
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PRAYERS &  
CONCERNS  

 
OUR CHURCH  
FAMILY & FRIENDS 
 
• Darby Harrell 
• Mickey Chewning, 

upon the passing of her 
daughter, Carol 

• Melinda’s friend, Judy 
• Alysia Hill’s family 
• Barbara Robb 
• Dan Gassoway 

 
WELCOME TO OUR 
CHURCH FAMILY: 
 
On May 22 during  
worship, we welcomed 
three new members to 
our church family:   
• Netha Thacker 
• Lori Thacker 
• Catie Sinclair  
 by baptism 
 

THANK YOU 
 
• Zeev Shnayder & 

Bob Walker for 
helping to get the 
pads ready for the 
new AC units 

• Sue Chambers and 
Emilie Kroen for 
helping with worship 
while Pastor Penny is 
away on vacation 

• Second Sunday Pot-
luck Committee for 
planning such won-
derful potlucks 

• Ted Weitman for 
making sure the food 
items get delivered 
to the Food Pantry 

My heart is full of many memories of special events like our 100th anniversary  
celebration and the marvelous Christmas and Easter services. Every celebration 
seemed to top the excellent services of previous years. 
 
I especially treasure Lent and Easter of 2010 when the worship design team created  
meaningful symbols of spiritual growth. On Ash Wednesday and the first Sunday of 
Lent, each worshipper identified one spiritual obstacle that got in the way of spiritual 
growth and wrote that on a piece of paper which they inserted into a small black  
velvet bag and brought it forth to be stapled onto a large wooden cross. These black 
bags symbolized cocoons in which our prayers were being offered to God. On Good 
Friday these cocoons were burned and the ashes buried in the ground in front of the 
church. A dogwood tree was planted in that spot to remind us that God grows in 
our hearts as we let go of spiritual impediments. Butterflies covered the wooden 
cross on Easter Sunday illustrating the spiritual transformation made possible by 
Easter faith.  Thank you to the worship design team, the worship committee, and 
Melinda for creating some of the most beautiful and deeply spiritual worship services 
I have ever shared.  Our worship committee adds to the spiritual quality of our  
worship service by creating lovely new altar cloths and banners as well as preparing 
the sanctuary for special occasions such as Christmas and Easter. 
 
Pam Robbins creates beautiful PowerPoint graphics for our worship service and 
Larry Robbins operates our sound system.  Tom Kroen is our back-up sound  
technician and, along with Sherris Harrell, runs the PowerPoint projection when Pam 
is away. 
 
Our Sunday school program has grown in attendance thanks to our dedicated  
teachers who consistently offer our youngest members quality instruction and a  
spiritual home base for young minds and hearts. Melissa Brown, our nursery  
attendant par excellence, offers a safe and fun environment for our little ones. 
 
Our welcoming committee, co-lead by Tami Weitman and Larry McClure, offers  
hospitality in several ways and out-does themselves every month with mouth-
watering Sunday pot-lucks. Our ushers, greeters, communion stewards and coffee 
hosts offer hospitality to one and all. 
 
Our United Methodist Women, under the capable leadership of Karen Walker and 
Emilie Kroen, offers a balanced ministry to our church and community and contrib-
ute to missions near and far. Our Men’s coffee group provides lively conversations 
and spiritual growth opportunities every week as they study and discuss intersections 
of personal faith and world religions. 
 
Despite some financially challenging times during the great recession, this church has 
rebounded and regained a solid financial footing. Our gratitude and appreciation goes 
out to Sherris Harrell, our treasurer, Brian Harrell, our Chair of Finance and to the 
Finance Committee for wise and careful stewardship of our resources. 

(continue on page 3) 
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PASTOR’S MEDITATION (continued from page 2) 

Our church building has begun to show its age with the evidence of the wear and 
tear of thirty years. Our trustees have tackled an awesome and ever-growing list of 
repairs, renovations and replacements.  Many thanks to past and present chairs of 
Trustees, Barbara Robb and Dianne Tanac for their leadership and to many people 
who offer their time, energy and financial resources for their stewardship of the 
building and grounds of  our spiritual home. And thanks to the generous donations 
during our fund-raising effort, we will have six new furnaces, three air-conditioners, a 
new flat roof and more secure and quieter doors. 
 
Not only does this church family offer practical and spiritual gifts to one another, we 
have many church members who graciously serve as volunteers in service projects 
and organizations to the community of Tualatin. This year, two of our members, 
Larry McClure and Beth Roach, were honored by the Tualatin Chamber of Com-
merce for their volunteer efforts. 
 
As you look ahead to receiving a new pastor, you can rejoice in the spiritual resil-
ience of this congregation, which has weathered some difficult times and bounced 
back with renewed confidence and energy. 
 
And as I leave this wonderful church and look ahead to a new pastorate, I carry each 
of you in my heart and cherish all our memories. I celebrate what God has done in 
our midst. May you be well and may God continue to lead you in grace and vision. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Penny 
 

CHANGE — HUNGER — FAST 
 
The Hunger Epidemic 
Economic difficulties and budget cuts have deeply impacted most of our communities, 
and even families who have always been self-sufficient are now struggling with the 
most basic needs. 
 
Making a Difference 
Bishop Hoshibata has named the elimination of hunger as a priority goal of our An-
nual Conference. Each congregation is invited to collect change (coins or paper) and 
then bring a check for that amount to the 2011 Annual Conference Session. Sugges-
tions to get you started can be found on the conference web site. Most of all, these 
gifts gave hope and health to our neighbors in need and helped build healthy, vital 
congregations that are reaching out in love to their communities. Money collected 
from the Change Hunger Fast offerings is redistributed to ministries selected by the 
Bishop’s Task Force to receive a grant. Grants are awarded each April and October 
for new or expanding hunger ministries. Applications can be found on the conference 
web site at www.umoi.org, ministries, eliminating hunger. 

CHANGE— 
HUNGER— 

FAST  
 
Change Hunger Fast  
offerings in 2009 and 2010 
resulted in $12,500 in 
grants awarded through-
out the conference.  
 

Your past gifts have made 
you partners in ministries 
that are: 
• Teaching healthy food 

preparation, building 
cross cultural relation-
ships, and developing 
leadership in Hispanic 
women 

• Providing food for chil-
dren in secure families 
when school is not in 
session 

• Bringing together many 
different faith commu-
nities in an ecumenical 
weekly community 
meal 

 
Your gifts: 
• Bought commercial 

dishwashers 
• Provided bilingual 

child care and basic 
supplies for nutrition 
classes 

• Funded a poverty 
simulation exercise to 
educate and build 
awareness 



PERSONAL WORSHIP EXPERIENCES 
 
I often think of our church in the context of being the Body of Christ in our community.  
As a church, we have hands that reach out to help others, feet that take us to places where 
we can serve, eyes and ears to perceive the needs, a voice to raise in praise or protest, and a 
heart that cares. And like our physical bodies, this Body of Christ doesn’t always know itself 
very well.  I am referring to the myriad conditions of our real bodies. Some of us have great 
hearing, some use hearing aids. Some of us are satisfied with the light in the sanctuary on 
cloudy days, some wish we could turn on more lights.  Some of us need to move and  
experience new things, others need to sit and think.  
 
I get feedback all the time regarding our worship service. I have to keep in mind the reality 
about this Body of ours and I have to acknowledge that there are different responses to the 
music. I also acknowledge that some of us have spirits that soar with the sound of the organ, 
while others would be happy if it were never played. What to do? Be sensitive to the whole 
spectrum of preferences and do our best to give everyone a little of what they like best. Yes, 
this does mean that occasionally the drums will be too loud. Yes, this does mean that the 
music will not always get as pumped up as some of us yearn for.  That’s the give and take 
that is a requirement for living in this particular Body.  
 
Our response to music is so very personal, isn’t it? When my sons began listening to Grunge 
rock and roll in the 1990’s, I didn’t particularly like it. The lyrics were angry and self-
destructive, the composition of the music was overly simplistic; the instrumentation was 
harsh and loud. But my sons liked it and so Grunge played on the stereo many days.  
However, it is one house and one stereo, so we shared. I played the classical music station 
and I even turned the stereo off and had quiet sometimes.  Unexpectedly, as I listened over 
time, I came to appreciate Grunge on its own terms. I wouldn’t have had my musical world 
broadened had I not been willing to let my boys play their music. I also wouldn’t have built 
such a strong relationship of mutual respect and cooperation with them.  
 
Having our differences and negotiating resolutions 
taught my sons and I valuable life-lessons. Learning what 
the other likes and finding out why, that’s nurturing one 
another and building deeper understanding and compas-
sion.  
 
Allowing the other to have the moments during wor-
ship that most engage them in their personal worship 
experience is honoring the uniqueness in which God 
created each one of us.  
 
Yours in Christ’s Song, Melinda 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
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HAVE IT  

 NEED IT BOARD 

 
“Let anyone who has two 

coats share with those who 
have none.”          - Luke 3:11 

 
Do you have something you 

no longer need? 
Do you need something but 

haven’t found it?  
 

Come and take a look at the 
Have It / Need It board. (We 

recently moved to the hallway 
in front of the nursery.) 

 
Some items recently posted: 

 
HAVE IT: 

 
Free round glass table 

 
NEED IT: 

 
• Tree chipper/shredder for 

the church 
• Roomate or housing 

needed. 
 

Check out the board for more 
information. 
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

GET TO KNOW OUR NEW MINISTER 
 
Sunday, July 3rd, will be Amy Overton-Harris’ first Sunday at Tualatin United Method-
ist Church.  We will be planning Coffee Get-Togethers throughout July and August so 
we can get to know Amy and she can get to know us.  If you would be interested in 
hosting a Get-Together with Amy please contact Wes Tanac or the church office.  
Date and time will be arranged later. 

GARAGE SALES 
 
Last year we had tremendous success holding individual garage sales to support the 
church budget  We raised over $2000 holding five different garage sales.   There are 
many ways in which you can have a garage sale and donate the proceeds to the 
Church.  You can hold your own sale, you can partner with another member of the 
church, have a neighborhood sale, or other ideas that you may come up with.  If you 
are interested in holding a sale, contact Wes Tanac 503-692-3177 so we can coordi-
nate dates. Have fun, let others buy items they need and help support our church! 
 

FUND RAISING PROJECT UPDATE 

 

The fundraiser for the Roof, Furnace and Doors has been a big success!   
If you haven’t had a chance to donate funds you may do so by filling out a pledge card 
and place it in the offering or make a direct donation.  
 
Please designate a donation to the roof, furnace and doors fundraising effort. 
 
• Bob Walker and Zeev Shnayder have completed the installation of the Air Condi-
tioning pads and electrical lines.  Their expertise in completing this work provided a 
significant savings in the cost of this project. Air Pro Heating & Air Conditioning Inc. 
will begin to install the 3 furnaces with units that have AC on May 25th.  The remain-
ing 3 furnaces that heat the lower level of the building and will not required AC units.  
The Trustee committee plans to have those 3 furnaces replaced later in the summer 
pending funds. 
 
• The Trustee’s will meet June 1 to select one of the three roofing contractor bids 
and proceed with replacing the flat roof.  Jason Roach’s experience of assessing  
construction bids and investigating the reliability of construction companies has been 
a great blessing.   
 

To:  Amy 

 



FINANCE REPORT  
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SUMMARY OF OUR CHURCH BUDGET 
 
With one week remaining in May, we provide the following summary of our church 
budget.  As you can see, we have spent slightly more than we have received during 
2011.  This is primarily due to contributions coming in below budget.  During sum-
mer months, many of us find ourselves someplace other than in worship on a few 
Sundays.  Consequently, our income during summer months tends to be slightly 
lower than the rest of the year.  Our committee encourages you to stay current on 
your giving even if you are not able to attend every Sunday this summer.  We do 
praise God that we, as a congregation, are able to fund our budget and, at the same 
time, move forward with some major building maintenance. 
 
  2011 YTD Revenue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2011 YTD Expenses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Finance Team – Cynthia Asai, James Boyd, Eleaner Fitzgerald, Brian Harrell, Sherris Harrell,  
    Ellie McClure, Ron Moholt, Beth Roach, and Dwayne Scales. 

Contributions    56,807 

Building use      2,705 

Fund raisers (garage sales, auction, scrip)      3,123 

Interest income      2,722 

Rental income from cell tower      5,293 

Miscellaneous income      1,281 

     Total Revenue  $71,931 

Salaries and benefits (payroll tax, workers comp insur-
ance, etc.) 

$51,509 

Shared Giving to Conference (formerly called appor-
tionments) 

  11,174 

Worship materials (candles, banners, music, etc.)        245 

Education (curriculum, supplies)        328 

Trustees (Building & equipment maintenance, supplies, 
insurance, utilities) 

    8,174 

Administration (office supplies, copiers, postage)     1,618 

Outreach (welcoming – name tags, potluck supplies, 
etc.) 

       141 

     Total Expenses $73,189 

BLUE PRINTS OF THE 
CURRENT TUMC 

BUILDING ARE  
AVAILABLE  

AS KEEPSAKES 
 
The complete final 1983 
TUMC set of blueprints 
have been stored away.   

 
The remaining blue 

prints, in various stages 
of planning  

(1980 ~ 1983)  
are available to take 

home.   
 

You may view / select 
those you wish to keep 

during the month of 
June.  They will be  

displayed downstairs in 
Koch Hall.   

 
Contact the church  

office or the Trustees 
with any questions. 

Visit the  
gocamping.org  

website for upcoming 
camps and events.   

Remember that camp is 
open year round with 

activities for all!! 
 

Contact: 
Geneva Cook,  

Camp Registrar, 
(503) 802-9213 
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YOUTH AND EDUCATION 

TILIKUM DAY CAMP FOR KIDS K-5TH GRADES 

DAY CAMP FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 27 - JULY 1 

 
Tilikum is a Christian Camp and Conference Center nestled 
among hazelnut orchards and hillside vineyards of  
Newberg, Oregon, located only 45 minutes southwest of 
Portland and an hour northwest of Salem. 
   
TUMC Kids grade kindergarten through 5th grades are in-

vited to spend the week at this fabulous day camp about 10 miles west of New-
berg. The cost for the week is $159 per child. Transportation will be provided to 
and from camp which is held from 8:45 am. - 3:45 pm.  Monday - Friday.  We will 
have one adult on site from our church during camp.  Feel free to visit the  
parent's link http://sites.google.com/site/tilikumparentspage/ for more info and 
to find out details about the curriculum.  
 
We have scholarship assistance available through TUMC Foundation.  
If you need assistance, please contact Emilie Kroen at 503-692-2799.   
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The Essential Health 
Clinic (EHC) is the only 
facility offering free  
urgent health care to 
uninsured individuals 
and families in Washing-
ton County.  
 
To show our support 
for the staff of doctors, 
nurses and health care 
professionals that volun-
teer at the clinic, TUMC  
have offered to prepare 
dinner on quarterly  
basis.  Our next date is: 
 
June 15th - 4:30 pm. 

 
Please signup in the  
narthex or call the 
church office if you are 
interested.  
 
*NOTE:  The clinic is 
not equipped with 
stoves or ovens.  They 
do have microwaves 
available to reheat. 
 
 



SCRIP ORDER DATES: 
June 5 June 12  July 10  August 7  

 

Keep in mind that orders can be made in advance and placed in the scrip mailbox in 
the church office.  John's Incredible Pizza Co. gift cards are now available on the order 
form.  They are located on SW Hall Blvd. near Wash. Sq. and offer food, games, and 

rides. 

MEN’S COFFEE HOUR 
 
The men’s group continue to meet every  
Wednesdays, 10:00 am.  at The Heritage Center 
 
Come and join in the varied topics of conversation that take place over coffee 
and pastries.   

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Lydia Circle - Wednesday, June 8th 11:30 am. in Koch Hall 
 
Elizabeth Circle - Monday, June 27th 7:00 pm. in Nursery 
 
Oregon School of Christian Mission - July 14th - 17th at George Fox University 
in Newberg, Oregon 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
This past Mother’s Day, May 8th, the Tualatin United Methodist Women  

presented to 
 

Tami Weitman and Juanita Alverson 
the 

Women of the Year Award 
 

The award is given to women who have done outstanding work for their church 
and community.  Congratulations, Tami & Juanita!!  

 

UPDATE ON  
TUMW  

SPONSORED 
WORKSHOP 

 
Thank you to every-
one that helped pull 
together our work-

shop with Kathy 
Ayers from LifeWorks 
NW.  The topic was 
on “Change”.  Kathy 

was a very good 
speaker and she had a 
lot of  very helpful and 

interesting informa-
tion to share with us.  
There was about  25 

attendees at this 
event.   

 
If you have a topic 

that you wish to cover 
in the future, please 
feel free to contact 
TUMW with your 

ideas. 



06/01 Men’s Coffee at Heritage Center 10a 
 Handbells 5-6p 
 Trustees 6:30p 
06/02 Music Team 6-8:30p 
06/03 Carpets to be Cleaned 
06/05 Worship 10a 
06/06 Christian Education 6p 
06/08 Men’s Coffee at Heritage Center 10a 
 Lydia Circle 11:30a 
 Handbells 5-6p 
 Save Our Savings 7p 
06/09 Music Team 6-8:30p 
06/11 Set-up Koch Hall for Potluck 10a 
06/12 Worship 10a 
 Celebrate Us Potluck  11:20a 
06/13 Finance 5p 
 Church Council 6p 
06/15 Men’s Coffee at Heritage Center 10a 
 Essential Health Clinic 4:30p 
 Handbells 5-6p 
06/16 Music Team 6-8:30p 
 

Upcoming Events for June 2011 
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06/19 Worship 10a - Peace & Justice Day 
06/21 Welcoming Committee 5p 
06/22 Men’s Coffee at Heritage Center 10a 
 Handbells 5-6p 
06/23 Newsletter Team 9a 
 Music Team 6-8:30p 
06/26 Worship 10a 
06/27 Elizabeth Circle 7p 
06/27 - 07/01  Tilikum Day Camp in Newberg, OR 8:45a - 3:45p 
 
 


