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Hil l top High l ights  

PASTOR’S MEDITATION         by Reverend Amy Overton-Harris 

Margaret Wheatley is an author in the “business world”.  She has written some 
pivotal books concerning leadership and relationships.  She has turned some pre-
vious assumptions on their heads, much to my delight, I must say. 
 
In her book, “Turning to One Another” the subtitle is quite telling.  The subtitle 
reads: “simple conversations to restore hope to the future”.  I am all for restoring 
hope to the future, how about you??  Now, just in case you are running for the 
other room because you believe that her suggestions will involve quantum  
physics or some calculus figuring, take a deep breath and relax.   
Here is what she says: 
 
“I believe we can change the world if we start listening to one another again; simple, 
honest, human conversation.   Not mediation, negotiation, problem-solving, debate, or 
public meetings.  Simple, truthful conversation where we each have a chance to speak, 
we each feel heard, and we each listen well. 
 
What would it feel like to be listening to each other again about what disturbs and  
troubles us? About what gives us energy and hope? About our yearnings, our fears, our 
prayers, our children? 
 
I wonder if you believe, as I do, that this world needs changing.  Here is an invitation to 
notice what’s going on, to clarify your thoughts and experience, and to begin speaking 
with those around you.  What do you see? What are you experiencing in your life and 
the lives of those you care about?  What do you wish were different? 
 
If we can sit together and talk about what’s important to us, we begin to come alive.  
Have you noticed that today we are more fragmented and isolated from one another 
than ever before?  We move at frantic speed, spinning out into greater isolation.   
We seek consolation in things rather than in people.  What can we do to turn to one 
another?? 
 
The simplest way to begin finding each other again is to start talking about what we 
care about.  Conversation takes time.  We need to find the time to sit together and talk.  
That is the beginning of restoring hope to the future.” 
 

(continue on page 2) 
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PRAYERS & 

CONCERNS  
 

• Gloria Kreher 
• Cynthia Asai 
• Wes Tanac’s mom, 

Pat 
• Alysia Hill 
• Barbara Robb’s 

friend, Jane 
• Linda Seibold’s 

brother-in-law, 
Paul 

• Netha Thacker’s 
brother, Tim 

• Karen Nygaard 
• Robin Curtin’s 

mother-in-law, 
Irene 

• Ofilia Boyd’s 
cousin, Joe 

• Karen Walker’s 
brother, David 

 

In our “Get to know Amy” gatherings, I noticed how each person learned and  
connected with many others.  Sometimes we have known each other for years and 
sat next to each other at worship any number of times, and when we take time for 
conversation, we find connections we never knew existed. 
 
I have a thought.  In the month of October, invite a family or friends from church or 
the neighborhood over to your house for dinner.  Maybe take dessert to a friend or 
find a time for coffee.  Talk about something you care about.  Listen to what others 
care about.  Share your thoughts...what do you wish were different/   I will bet the 
conversation will be fruitful.  I believe that God will be in your midst as you converse.  
I believe that new insight will come to you.  Next month, I will share some further 
thoughts from Margaret Wheatley.  Simple conversation can restore hope to the  
future.  Give it a try. 
 
....where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them - Matthew 18:20 
Blessings,  Rev. Amy 
 

 
DON’T MISS OUR FALL CHARGE CONFERENCE ON 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2011 AT 3:00 PM. 
 

We will be meeting with our District Superintendent, The Reverend Dr. Kate  
Conolly and everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  This is Kate’s last year as 
our District Superintendent and so it will be a time to celebrate with her and show 
her our appreciation as well.  She will hear and collect some administrative reports 
from us: finance, trustees, clergy compensation etc. And we will have an opportunity 
to reflect on this last year and the new year to come. 
 
What are some ideas of how we could show Kate our appreciation for her ministry 
with us over the last eight years?  (Please contact Wes Tanac or the church office with 
your thoughts and ideas.) 

STARTING IN JANUARY OF 2012, THERE WILL BE TWO WAYS IN WHICH YOU CAN RECEIVE THE MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER!!!! 

 
1)   You will get your copy of the newsletter on your email. 
It will be a great cost savings for us to email as many newsletters as possible and so starting in January 2012, we will 
automatically email your newsletter if you already have established an email with the church office.  If you are new to 
email or wish to change your address, let the office know your preferred email address.  If for some reason, you are 
on email with us but WANT TO GET A HARD COPY, you can have one sent to you or pick it up at the church, just 
let us know. 

OR 
 

2)   You can get your newsletter in the mail (just like always). 
Of course, we know that not everyone has email and so if we do not have an email address for you, we will plan to 
send you a hard copy of the newsletter each month at your home address.   
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HOW DOES GOD’S SPIRIT REACH YOU? 
 
Who is Tualatin United Methodist Church? What is TUMC’s place in our community and the world?  I am 
constantly amazed by the involvement of our congregation in our church activities and programs such as,  
being member of the music team each Sunday, volunteering as a Sunday school teacher, being involved in 
worship as a worship leader, usher, communion steward, sound board and video person.  People step  
forward to serve on Trustees, Education, Finance, Welcoming and the many other committees. God’s spirit 
and our belief that Jesus Christ is our Savior is the constant force behind all of these various and diverse  
activities and programs.  This belief in God guides people to be involved and create a place to celebrate 
God’s spirit. 
 
Amazingly, this is not enough for our congregation.  We see members of TUMC active in the community; 
creating a better place for everyone to live.  I believe that it is God’s spirit that moves our members to make 
our community and the world a better place.  Our members have been a part of the Heritage Center,  
Winona Grange, Tualatin Food Pantry, Tualatin Farmer’s Market, and the Severe Weather Shelter on a local 
level.  UMW ‘s involvement in mission work with the Women’s Shelter, school bags for children, plus  
mission projects where they have reached out to help. We have members working on riding Malaria from 
Africa with the Imagine No Malaria project and many more untold projects.  
The members of our congregation are reaching out with God’s spirit to meet the needs of the people. 
 
Is this enough?  That is not for me to say.  In the upcoming months, I urge you to take time in prayer,  
meditation, or just stop for a minute and be with God.  Listen and feel God’s voice and spirit.   What does 
God have planned for you?  How can you show that God’s spirit is alive within you?  God may want you to 
improve a relationship, change a behavior, or attend a bible study.  God may move you to seek out a new 
opportunity within the congregation or in the community.  God’s spirit may guide you to a mission trip or 
some unexpected change in your life. 
 
God’s spirit is alive at Tualatin United Methodist Church and in your life.  Take time to listen and feel this 
spirit and see where it takes you. 
 
God Bless, Wes Tanac - Lay Leader 

AUCTION!!!! AUCTION!!!!AUCTION!!!!AUCTION!!! 
 
Our annual auction will be held on Sunday, November 20th.  This has been an annual event in our church for many 
years.   Funds from the auction help support our church budget. Now is the time to start thinking of auction items that 
you can donate.  They can be handcrafted items, food items, dinners, rafting trips, pies, gift certificates, donated items 
from an organization or business.  The options are endless.  Keep your eyes out for the sign-up board for items to be 
auctioned.  It will be going up towards the end of October, so start thinking about how to be ready by then. 
 
There is also plenty of planning that needs to be done and many opportunities for people to be involved: work on set 
up, help with counting and keeping track of the bids during the evening, help prepare food for the event, help with 
clean up.   
 
If you are interested in any of these activities contact the Church office or Wes Tanac marinerwes@aol.com 
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FESTIVAL OF ST NICHOLAS HOLIDAY BAZAAR & CAFÉ,  
SEEKING CREATIVE CRAFTERS! 
 
Do you love to make quality handcrafted items? If so, we invite you to be part of our 
annual bazaar! We do all set up and sales. All you need to do is drop your marked 
items off in advance. Your day is free! 
 
Delivery:  Friday December 2rd  9 am – 4 pm. The earlier you can bring them the 
more time we have to make a nice display. 
 
Open for Business:  Friday, December 2nd, 6 – 8 pm preview show and soup  
supper for our church family and friends; and Saturday, December 3rd 9 am – 4 pm 
for the public 
 
Pick up:  Saturday, 4 – 5 pm or later by prior arrangement 
 
Types of products:  Hand crafted or unique gift items only 
 
Commission:  25% of sales are retained by Tualatin United Methodist Women 
 
Questions? Interested in participating? Call Emilie Kroen 503-692-2799  
or email ekroen@yahoo.com 

SPREAD A LITTLE  
LOVE & BARK DUST 
OCTOBER 3RD - 8TH 

 

(1) Look at your calendar 

(2) Choose a date & time and 
write in “spread bark dust at 

church” 

(3) Bring a rake 

(wheelbarrows provided)  

(4) Check the designated 
areas posted on the front 

door of the church 

(5) Spread bark dust for any 
amount of time you 

choose.  

 

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE AT WORK 
 
• Carpets & staircase were professionally cleaned in July. 
• The vegetated swale area water outlets were cleared of debris once the sun 

 came out this summer.  The maintenance of our water outlets and catch  
 basins are inspected at least once every four years by the City of Tualatin for 
 water quality control. 
• A new roof was installed above the narthex, offices, and nursery at the end of 

 August. 
• The smoke detectors, alarm horns and control panel all passed the annual  
• inspection in September, with two new backup batteries installed in the control 

 panel. 
• Windows & screens were professionally cleaned in September. 
• Bark Dust will be delivered the morning of Monday, October 3rd.  Flowerbeds, 

 both sides of the driveway, and surrounding areas of the parking lots are  
 designated areas to spread bark dust in.  
• The Trustee Report for the October 16 Charge Conference meeting was  
 completed during their September meeting.   
 

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT HELPED WITH THESE DIFFERENT PROJECTS! 
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SHARE YOUR POTLUCK  
RECIPES 

 
Be sure to bring a recipe 

copy along with that  
favorite dish you make for 

any of our Second  
Sunday potlucks.   

 
The Welcoming Commit-
tee will keep a file so all 

can share our  
favorite recipes, anytime!  

 
 
 

 Who knows, someday an 
ad-

dendum to our current 
UMW cookbook? 

 

11:00 am. in Koch Hall 

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN:  MAKING A DIFFERENCE!!   
 
By now you have received (or will soon be receiving) a letter about our upcoming 
pledge campaign.  We will kick it off on Sept 25th and conclude on Oct 9 at our  
second Sunday potluck.  We have lots of great things in store for you these three 
Sundays.  Making a difference is a local and global effort, and we celebrate all of you 
who are part of our church family in making this happen.    
 
The joy of creating a masterpiece of music, worship, faith and mission is our goal 
and together with your prayers, presence, gifts and service, we can continue to 
make a difference. 
 
September 25:   Making a Difference!   Kick Off 
     October 2:   Making a Difference Globally and World Communion Sunday 
     October 9:  Making a Difference Locally (make your pledge for 2012). 
                     2nd Sunday Potluck 

 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord  
always…” 
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5TH SUNDAY FAVORITE SONGS   
 

With such an abundance of songs from all ages: old and new, seasonal and eve-
ryday,  acapella and accompanied,  how can we choose some favorites to sing?  
Personally,  
I have about a hundred favorites so it is hard to choose.  Especially since my 
hundred favorites may not be favorites for you!  I am almost afraid to suggest 
this because we may get so many songs and have so little time to sing them all, 
but what the heck, let’s give it a try. 
 
Please list some of your favorite songs (let’s say just 5 for now) 
1.________________________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________________________ 
3.________________________________________________________ 
4.________________________________________________________ 
5.________________________________________________________ 
 
Turn in your list of songs to the church office by October 9th.. 
 
And then on the 5th Sundays of the year (there are four of them) we will be 
singing from these lists.  Now I know that you will be patient with us because 
if we get 500 songs, that may take awhile, but we will try our best.  (If we do 
get a bazillion songs, maybe we could schedule some “Song Sings” during the 
week a few times or something like that).  
 
We need the list of your songs now so that we can make some plans on when 
to sing them during the year.  And it will give our music folk time to work on 
accompanying these songs as well. 

 
 
Sound like fun? Let’s give it a go! 
Rev. Amy 

The 5th Sundays coming 
up are:   
 

October 30, 2011 
January 29, 2012 
April 29, 2012 
July 29, 2012 

 

The next SCRIP 

orders will be 

taken Sunday,  

October 2 & 16. 

 

Keep in mind that 

orders can be 

made in advance 

and placed in the 

scrip mailbox in 

the church  

office. 
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DO YOU LIKE TO SING?  PLAY AN INSTRUMENT? 
HOW ABOUT SOLOS?  DUETS? GROUP SINGING?   
 
WE WANT YOU! 
 
Come and join us this fall.  We are always wanting to include more people in our 
choirs and music groups.   
 
Some of our music groups practice weekly, but guess what?  
You could join one of the groups for a season of the year if your schedule is tight.   
The rehearsal schedule for this fall is: 
 
Handbells  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. 
Hilltop Praise   Thursdays, 6:00-7:15 pm. 
Chancel Choir  Thursdays, 7:15-8:30 pm. 
 
You could also let us know if you want to provide special music for worship like a 
solo, a duet etc.   
 
Interested?? Call the church office 503-692-1820  
or  Melinda Beyers at music@tualatinumc.org 

 GREAT HYMNS OF THE FAITH            
  
 Date:   Thursday, October 27, 2011 
 Location:   Alton L. Collins Center 
 Fee:   $17 PER PERSON 
  
 We will meet at the church around 9:00 am. to carpool to the  
 Alton L. Collins Retreat Center in Eagle Creek.    
 Contact Karen Walker 503-639-7339 or Larry McClure  
 503-692-5489 if you are interested in attending. 
 

 
• Sing classic hymns of the Christian faith, both old and new 
• Learn the stories behind the songs and enjoy singing a variety of favorite hymns in the Center’s beautiful 

 Chapel setting 
• Enjoy a delicious meal prepared by Chef Guillermo, using local seasonal produce from Collins’ own  
 organic garden 
• Explore the grounds and facilities after lunch, or relax in the Center’s comfortable library 
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NURSERY  

ATTENDANT 
NEEDED 

 
We are still looking for a new 
Nursery Attendant.  Schedule 
will be every Sunday, from 
9:30-11:15 am.  Person need 
to be at least 18 years old and 
willing to be Red Cross certi-
fied and take part in our Safe 
Sanctuary training.   
 
If you or someone you know 
may be interested please 
contact the church office. In 
the meantime, while we are 
searching  for a new atten-
dant, volunteers are needed 
to fill in.  If you are able to 
help out contact Wes Tanac 
or the Church office. 

COME  TO  BIBLE  STUDY!!!!!   
 
TOPIC: THE BIBLE 101!! 
SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:30-9:30 AM. IN THE LIBRARY 
 
Hope to see you every Sunday morning at 8:30 am. as we meet for “BIBLE 
STUDY101” in the library. Come join us and bring a friend!! 
 
This class is a 101 introduction to the Bible.  It can be a daunting book and having 
some basics under your belt gives you a starting place.  And the more questions, 
the better!  I can’t guarantee that I will have an answer for every question, but I will 
surely try (or do some research!).  My Bible knowledge is always expanding too!  
This is a good opportunity if you know absolutely nothing about the Bible  
or if you just want a refresher from earlier Bible study you’ve done.   
 
I will provide your materials and so bring your Bible and an open mind and heart 
and off we’ll go! If you need a Bible, call Amy. 
 
ALSO, COME AND JOIN IN THE WEEK-DAY BIBLE STUDY 
MONDAYS AT 10:00 AM. IN THE LIBRARY 
 
Come one and all and join Rev. Amy on Mondays at 10:00 am.   
This fall we will be studying the Book of Daniel. 
 
BOOK OF DANIEL:  who doesn’t want to know more about this rather unusual book??   
It has everything: God, Kings, Dreams, A Fiery Furnace, the Lion’s Den, Visions of Beasts 
and more.  Hope to see you on Monday mornings!! 
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MEN’S COFFEE HOUR 
The men’s group continue to meet every Wednesday at 10:00 am.  They usually meet 
at the Heritage Center, but due to some construction work, they will be meeting at 
TUMC for now.  Come join in! 

UNITED METHODIST MEN  

WESTERN DISTRICT MEETING UPDATE 
 
We will have 4 people attending the Western District Meeting in Canby.  We plan delivering 
about 27 filled school bags that Juanita Alverson made for us, with school supplies.  Extra  
supplies will go to other UMW units to help fill their bags.  We also delivered food for the 
Canby backpacks project.  Thank you to everyone who donated items for these very worth-
while and important projects. Also, Kay Gooding, who has been serving as our TUMW Vice 
President, was voted in as our UMW District Officer of Spiritual Growth—Congrats, Kay!! 
 
OCTOBER 8TH - “A MORNING WITH BONNIE NESTER”  
10:00 AM. IN KOCH HALL - CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST SERVED 
 
In a series of Community Outreach Programs, the Tualatin United Methodist Women will be 
hosting “A Morning with Bonnie Nester” on Saturday, October 8th at 10:00 am. in Koch Hall.  
Ms. Nester has written a book, entitled “Moments this Good...The Softer Side of Alzheimer’s”.  
This book came about by her sharing an eight year journey through Alzheimer’s with her 
mother.  Ms. Nester is not a medical expert on the subject, but experience is a valid teacher 
and she has attended many seminars on the subject.  Knowledge is power over things we don’t 
understand and this could help people recognize the symptoms, cope with the frustrations and 
help to decide when more help or outside intervention might be needed as they face this  
situation.  Her book will be available to purchase at $15.00 each.  There will also be a  
continental breakfast served and all who are interested are invited to attend.   
 
***There will be no scheduled Lydia Circle or Elizabeth Circle for the month of October.   
Next meetings:  Lydia Circle on Wednesday, Nov. 9th and Elizabeth Circle on Monday, Nov. 28th. 

 
OCTOBER 22ND - UMW CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING  
AT HILLSBORO UMC 
 
Saturday, October 22nd will be our UMW Conference Annual Meeting at the Hillsboro UMC, 
“Sharing the Gift of Ideas...Celebrating Creativity”.  There are two mission projects supported 
for the Tacoma Community House: 
 
1)  Support Victims of Domestic Violence needed items:   food gift cards, baby  
blankets, gas gift cards, children/adult winter coats, toiletries, student dictionaries 
2)  Adult Basic Education Program needed items:  student dictionaries, spiral notebooks, Casio 
FX-260 solar fraction calculators, pencils, pens, highlighters, one inch binders, expo whiteboard 
markers (chisel type in black, green, red, blue) 



10/02 Bible 101 Adult Sunday School 8:30a 
 Worship - World Communion Sunday 10a 
10/03 Bible Study:  The Book of Daniel 10a 
10/04 First meeting for Public Garden idea 6:30p 
10/05 Men’s Coffee 10a 
 Handbells 6-7:15p 
 Trustees 6:30p 
10/06 Praise Team 6-7:15p 
 Chancel Choir 7:15-8:30p 
10/08 “A Morning with Bonnie Nester” 10a 
10/09 Bible 101 Adult Sunday School 8:30a 
 Worship 10a 
 Autumn Leaves Potluck 11:15a 
10/10 Bible Study:  The Book of Daniel 10a 
 Finance 5p 
 Church Council 6p 
10/12 Men’s Coffee 10a 
 Handbells 6-7:15p 
10/13 Praise Team 6-7:15p 
 Chancel Choir 7:15-8:30p 
10/15 Boys Scouts in Koch Hall 7a-2p 
10/16 Bible 101 Adult Sunday School 8:30a 
 Worship 10a 
 Fall Charge Conference 3p 
 

Upcoming Events for October 2011 
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10/17 Bible Study:  The Book of Daniel 10a 
10/19 Men’s Coffee 10a 
 Handbells 6-7:15p 

***Rev. Amy on vacation October 19 - 24**** 
10/20 Praise Team 6-7:15p 
 Chancel Choir 7:15-8:30p 
10/23 NO Adult Sunday School Class  
 Worship 10a 
10/24 NO Bible Study 
10/25 Welcoming Committee 5p 
10/26 Men’s Coffee 10a 
 Handbells 6-7:15p 
10/27 Newsletter Team 9a 
 Praise Team 6-7:15p 
 Chancel Choir 7:15-8:30p 
10/30 Bible 101 Adult Sunday School 8:30a 
 Worship 10a 


